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Jane Eberhardt: Blessed & Grateful

For Jane Eberhardt, life has always been centered
around family, faith, and friends. Born on a farm
near Kensal and raised in Edmunds, ND, Jane has
spent her life surrounded by hard work, deep roots,
and strong relationships. After graduating from
Carrington High School in 1949, she chose a
practical path—taking a bookkeeping job at the First
James River Bank rather than attending college. “I
just wanted to get to work,” she recalls with a smile.

Jane enjoyed going out dancing and it was at a
Friday night dance near Edmunds that she met her
future husband. She later married Robert Eberhardt
in 1951 while he was serving with the Army at Fort
Rucker, Alabama. The two returned to Jamestown
after his service and began building a life together—
raising a son, Patrick, and daughter, Candice, and
later welcoming a growing family of grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

When their children were young, Jane stayed home

to care for them. Once they were in school, she went
— back to work at the

bank for several
ears before she and
Robert  purchased
. their own business,
Eberhardt Oil, which
ame with a great
perk for Jane. “I did
| the bookkeeping and
answered the phone
i out of our home, and
the best part was
getting to babysit the
grandkids when
they needed me,” she
said. “That’s why
we're all so close.”

Faith has also been a guiding part of Jane’s life.
After marrying Robert, she joined Trinity Lutheran
Church in Jamestown, where she has been an active
and faithful member for decades. Over the years, she
participated in Circle and the Altar Guild, serving
alongside friends and neighbors to support the
church’s mission and community life. “It's always
been an important part of who I am,” she said. “T've
made so many wonderful friendships there.”

Family, indeed, remains at the center of Jane’s life.
She now counts seven grandchildren and twelve
great-grandchildren—an even split of six boys and
six girls. “I'm so blessed and grateful to have had
such a good life.”

Jane liked many sports, especially baseball, softball,
and car racing. Eberhardt Oil sponsored a softball
team for many years, and she and Bob had family
and friends involved in car racing. One holiday
tradition she remembers fondly from when the
grandchildren were young is baking and decorating
cutout cookies and having lasagna on Christmas Eve
at their home—memories that continue to bring a
smile to her face.

Jane and Robert also enjoyed traveling; taking
many car, plane, and bus trips, and three cruises
with friends. She also took a trip to Europe with
relatives. After Robert passed away in 2009, Jane
lived alone in her home for a short time before
moving to an apartment. Independent and active,
she filled her days doing puzzles, enjoying family
gatherings, cheering on her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren at their activities and attending
local high school and college sporting events. But as
her knee began to cause pain and mobility became
difficult, Jane knew it was time to make another
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